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 Hello Miner Students and Families!

 It is truly an honor and a pleasure to serve as the principal of  El Diamante High School!
El Diamante High School has a dedicated and talented staff, an active PTSA and School
Site Council, and caring and committed families. The administrators and staff  at El
Diamante are committed to providing a safe, caring, challenging, and supportive learning
environment for all students.  We recognize, value, and celebrate the diverse learning
styles, talents, and cultures of  our students.  ElDiamante High School expects all
students and staff  to have Perseverance, Integrity,Courage, and Kindness (P.I.C.K.).

 
 El Diamante offers a wide range of  academic programs, co-curricular activities and

extra-curricular activities to connect students to school.  Some of  our programs include
Advanced Placement, AVID, and Linked Learning Academies. We have five Career
Technical Education (CTE) pathways, and a variety of  Visual and Performing Arts
(VAPA) classes.  Our athletic program has dedicated coaches that strive for athletes to
have strong character before, during, and after competition. It is important for students
to get involved in their school programs and activities so that they can learn academic,
cultural, and social-emotional skills.  Since high school is a memorable and special time
in life, we highly encourage students to participate in their school community.

 
El Diamante High School offers parents multiple opportunities to be involved with their
children’s education.  I encourage parents to become an active part of  our Miner
community by joining PTSA, Miner Foundation and/or other booster groups.
Attending your children’s productions, events and athletic games are other ways to
become part of  our fantastic school community.  Pleasebe diligent in monitoring your
child’s academic progress and communicating with teachers to ensure your children’s
success. The support of  our parents and community are critical to our school.

I am looking forward to this upcoming school year!

With appreciation,

Ki� Nelso�
Principal
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Alma mater
Our dear alma mater,

Stand everlasting true,
forever we’re the miners

El diamante we hail to you.
As we proudly raise our colors,
Fight for the green and blue.

Forever we’re the miners,
el diamante we hail to you

Our future hopes and dreams,
Will guide us through and through,

deep in our hearts so true,
We’ll cherish you forever more,
Cherish, honor, green and blue.

Our dear alma mater,
Stand everlasting true,

Forever we’re the miners,
el diamante, we hail you!

Fight Song
Fight, you el d miners

For honor of our school
strive for excellence

fight, fight, fight!
FOR THE GREEN AND BLUE
FAITHFUL TO OUR BANNER

WE SHALL EVER BE
FIGHTING, EVER FIGHTING!
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Holidays and Student Non-Attendance Days

September 6 Labor Day
November 11 Veterans Day
November 22-26 Thanksgiving Break
December 20-January 7 Winter Break
January 17 Martin Luther King Birthday
February 14 Student Non-attendance Day
February 21 President’s Day
April 11-18 Spring Break
May 30 Memorial Day

FINALS SCHEDULES – Minimum Days

Semester 1 December 15-17
Semester 2 June 1-3

TESTING SCHEDULE

AP Exams
ELPAC

May 2-13
Starting in
February

CAASPP (11th grade) Starting in March

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

At El Diamante we seek to ensure that every student has the support needed to succeed. Listed below are a
number of the services and programs we have put in place to provide the support students may need.

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)
AVID students are usually the first to attend college in their families. This four-year progressive course (9th – 12th

grade) focus is to prepare and enroll students into four-year colleges and universities. The class provides
additional writing, math, and standardized testing practice via small group tutorials. In addition, students
participate in the following class activities: Cornell note taking, establish career goals, college research, develop
public speaking skills, time management, and Socratic seminars. Students are expected to enroll in the school’s
most rigorous curriculum (such as Honors and AP classes) and participate in mainstream school activities (clubs,
sports, volunteering, etc…). AVID students possess and demonstrate average or above average academic
potential. Their school participation is evident of their Individual Determination to pursue postsecondary
education. See Learning Director for enrollment process.

Computers
We believe that access to technology can enhance academic opportunities for all learners. Computers are checked
out individually to each student. Users must report theft, loss or damage to school personnel immediately. If a
student becomes aware of any security problem or misuse of devices they shall immediately report such
information to school staff. Devices are to be returned when graduating or upon leaving Visalia Unified School
District. In addition, students will have file space (digital locker) available on the main server. These files may be
accessed from most computers on campus. These files are not private and may be accessed by authorized official
school personnel as needed. These digital lockers are to be used for schoolwork only. All students who would like
to have access to the Internet must complete an Internet User Agreement as well as an Acceptable Use
Agreement which has been signed by a parent and the student.  These agreements are kept on file.

7



EDHS Bulletin
The school bulletin is posted in various locations on campus and is published daily on the EDHS web page site
(http://www.vusd.org/ElDiamante.cfm?subpage=16778). You may also subscribe to the Daily Bulletin on the
El Diamante Website go to the following address:
http://mailman.visalia.k12.ca.us/mailman/listinfo/edhs-bulletin

Expanded Learning Program/XL Program
The mission of the XL Program is to provide Academic Support/Credit Recovery, Enrichment, and Youth
Leadership development. This grant is a result of collaboration between Visalia Unified and the Pro Youth
Program, and provides El Diamante students with morning and after-school tutorials, and programs which
combine academic support with enrichment. This wonderful opportunity will be open to all students who need
tutorials, RTI, credit recovery and those who wish to explore a wide range of interests such as fitness, the arts and
food handling certification. The program runs Monday through Friday 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm. (Bus transportation is
available to Goshen.) Applications are available in the office.

Health Services (Nurse, Immunizations/Medication)
The school nurse is on campus daily and is located in the Administration Building. In addition to
mandated health screening, the nurse plays an important role in:

1. providing health education resources for teachers
2. screenings for hearing and vision for all tenth-grade students.
3. contacting parents regarding student illness and/or health problems
4. maintaining health care plans for students with health issues/504s
5. maintaining all health records for students and
6. advising the principal and staff regarding health-related conditions and/or hazards that

may affect the operation of the school

Our school nurse is available Monday-Friday during school hours. Every student must have a completed
emergency card every year. The emergency card is used for notification when a student is ill or injured; it is vital
that this information be kept current. For questions concerning medications at school, health care plans, hearing
and vision screening, and immunizations, please contact the school nurse. Students who have health problems and
cannot participate in P.E. must have an exemption from the doctor which states cause and length of time (PE
PASS). Students who are to be exempted from P.E. during high school must submit an exemption signed by a
physician every year.

Immunizations: No boosters are required for students transferring into high school for another VUSD school.
Students transferring to high school from outside of Tulare County must have a documented tuberculosis skin test
within the past year. Students transferring from out of state must also have varicella (chickenpox) vaccine, in
addition to the required series of DPT, Polio, MMR and Hepatitis B.

Medication: All medication to be used by students must be checked in through the nurse’s office. All medicines
must be:

1. Clearly labeled and sent to school in a container from the pharmacy.
2. Accompanied by a physician’s written statement or VUSD approved form located on the district website

or in the nurse’s office designating from the physician- method, amount, and time schedule by which the
medication is to be taken.

3. Accompanied by a written statement from the parent/guardian indicating their desire that the school assist
the pupil in the matters set forth in the physician’s statement.

4. A medication in school form MUST be completed each school year for long term medications.  The form
is only valid for one school year.

Homeroom (Students Get Extra Support from Adults)
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The transition to high school can be a major event in the life of a young person. El Diamante’s Homeroom
Program offers support from a caring adult to help keep students connected to school. Each student at El
Diamante High School will be assigned to a homeroom. Homeroom is a 32-minute period held every block day.
Tuesday and Thursday are used for reading the bulletin, homework and or reading for academic enrichment.
Wednesdays and Fridays are used for tutorials, test preparation, benchmark make-ups, homework, assemblies, and
relationship building. On Wednesday only, students watch On-Air with EDHewS (EDHS TV show about the
happenings on campus). Homeroom teachers will meet with students to discuss academic progress, character
building, or student concerns that may interfere with the student’s scholastic success. A student may rely on
his/her homeroom teacher at other times during the week to be a responsive, caring adult on campus. Ideally,
students and their homeroom teachers will maintain this relationship for four years.

Resource Specialist Services
El Diamante’s resource specialists are on campus five days a week and are trained as classroom teachers with
special certifications in special education and learning disabilities. They provide specific prescriptive instruction
in academic areas to students who have been certified as requiring such instruction. Resource specialists also play
an active role as a resource to teachers in designing and implementing teaching strategies for students with
learning difficulties.

School Psychologist
The psychologist is available to provide testing and psychological information beyond the scope of the classroom
teacher. The School Psychologist plays a counseling role to students and parents, and aids teachers in the
implementation of effective teaching strategies for individual students exhibiting learning and/or behavioral
difficulties.  All psychological testing requires parent permission.

Special Needs (IEP, 504)
Special Education classes are offered for students who qualify for the program. An Individualized Education
Program spells out exactly what special education services a student will receive and why. The IEP is planned at
an IEP meeting. The Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that no one with a
disability can be excluded from participating in federally funded programs or activities. 504 identified students are
provided with necessary modifications and accommodations that will be needed for them to have an opportunity
to perform at the same level as their peers in the general educational setting. Please contact your student’s learning
director and/or case manager.

Speech and Language Specialist
The speech and language specialist works with students who need specialized remedial and developmental
instruction in language proficiency, primarily speaking and hearing. In addition, he/she serves in an advisory
capacity to teachers in the area of language development and is a member of the School Assessment Team.

Student Study Team
The SST is a group formed within the school to further examine a student’s academic, behavioral and
social-emotional progress. The SST team can propose interventions for the student. The team usually consists of a
teacher administrator, and support personnel from the school. The student and parent are also a part of the team. It
is different from a parent-teacher conference which focuses on improving communication and addressing specific
class problems. The SST meeting provides everyone with an opportunity to share concerns and develop a plan.
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Either an EDHS staff member or parent can make the referral. Please contact your student’s learning director or
“Request for Assistance” on Power School.

Tutorials (also see XL Program)
Tutorials are offered through a variety of sources, including the XL program’s morning and after school tutorials,
Homeroom intervention, and teacher academic support. Teachers frequently provide extra assistance before
school, at lunch, or after school and by appointment.

Work Permits
Work permits will be issued in the student services office. The student is required to complete an application
before a work permit can be issued. The turnaround time on issuing a work permit is approximately three days.

Students must meet the credit requirements at each grade level  to be on track to graduate: by the end of 9th--60;
10th-- 100, 11th-- 120.

In addition to the on-track requirement mentioned above, a student applying for a work permit shall achieve a
grade point average of 2.0 with no more than one “F” in the grading period preceding the date in which the work
permit is to be issued.  Students should have good attendance, good citizenship, and a job offer (you must have a
job offer before you can obtain a Work Permit). Should an individual fall below the above requirement after
receiving a work permit, a 6-week probationary period will be provided to allow the student to bring up his/her
grades. If not, a student’s work permit will be revoked during the next 6 weeks and the student will not be able to
obtain another work permit until his/her grades meet the academic standards at the conclusion of a regular grade
reporting period.

Youth Services Officer
The mission of the YSO is to help provide guidance and protection to the students of El Diamante High School,
and to help ensure that our school is free of violence and intimidation. The YSO will attend school functions, and
provide students information on law and law enforcement. The goal of the YSO program is to reduce incidents of
crime and delinquency among students and maintain a more secure atmosphere conducive to learning.

PARENT PARTICIPATION

El Diamante Parent-Teacher-Student Association (PTSA)
The PTSA will function to support all students with a caring commitment to promote programs and activities that
connect the staff and school with the students and their families and enhance the educational process. The PTSA
encourages and welcomes any and all parent/guardian participation.  PTSA meetings will be held once a month.

El Diamante School Site Council (SSC)
The El Diamante SSC will meet on the first Monday of each month at 3:30 p.m. in the Career Center.
Representatives to the SSC may be nominated by any El Diamante staff, student or parent. Balloting for council
members will be done each fall during the yearly Back to School Night.

The purpose of the SSC is to: assist in an advisory capacity with School Site Plan and the Safe School Plan as
aligned with the district’s agreements and expectations

● allocate and monitor categorical funding
● review the effectiveness of programs and instruction

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC)
The ELAC meets during the school year independently and in conjunction with the SSC to insure the following:

10



● a curriculum which reflects the diverse needs of all students
● promotion of activities which recognize and appreciate cultural diversity and the uniqueness of every

student
● development of a school climate which offers equal opportunity and acceptance of all staff and students

Representatives to the ELAC may be nominated by any El Diamante staff member, student or parent.
Parent/student representatives must participate in the English Learner Program.

Miner Foundation
The purpose of the Miner Foundation is to provide support to all co-curricular and extra-curricular programs at El
Diamante High School. In addition, the foundation awards scholarships to seniors each year. Community
members, alumni, parents, students, and staff work together to provide financial support to multiple programs.
Individuals who would like to be part of the Miner Foundation should contact the main office.

GENERAL POLICIES

Academic Honesty
El Diamante High School students, parents/guardians, staff and administrators shall be responsible for creating
and maintaining a positive school climate that encourages honesty. The students are expected to demonstrate the
belief that personal integrity is basic to all solid achievement. Students found to have committed an act of
academic dishonesty shall be subject to district and school-site discipline rules. With regard to schoolwork,
cheating is defined as obtaining or providing any help on an assignment or test where the intent was that the
student completes the assignment or test by themselves.

Plagiarism is a form of cheating. To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as
one’s own. This applies to written material, and materials or information from Internet sources. Students are
expected to provide adequate documentation as to the source of information used as indication of academic
honesty. The teacher’s professional judgment will determine whether cheating has occurred and what the
consequence to the students’ grade will be. Students found to have committed an act of academic dishonesty shall
be subject to district and school-site discipline rules.( Board Policy 5131.9)

● First Instance:
■ The teacher will confer with the student and review the policy on cheating.
■ The teacher will notify the student’s parent/guardian and administration of the incident.
■ The teacher determines the consequence upon grade/assignment/test.

● Second Instance:
■ Same steps as in the first instance (above).
■ Parent, student, teacher conference. May include the learning director.
■ The student is assigned a lunch detention.

● Third Instance:
■ Same steps as in the first instance (above).
■ Parent, student, teacher conference with the learning director.
■ Students are assigned a Saturday school.

Bicycles and Skateboards
El Diamante offers an area next to the gym for bicycle/skateboard storage. The school is not responsible for loss
or damage to bicycles or skateboards. Skateboards are not allowed on campus during the school day. They may
be secured in the bike rack area.  Students must provide their own locks.

Bus Conduct
Bus riders will board buses at the entrance on Crenshaw Street. Bus riders are required to abide by the VUSD
rules.  Students who violate the rules are subject to disciplinary consequences/loss of riding privileges.

Cafeteria and Food Services
The “Pick and Shovel” provides breakfast and lunch meals to all students. Students must enter their student ID
number on a pin pad in the cafeteria or in a snack bar window to receive a meal. Students and/or parents may
deposit money into their lunch accounts during a meal service or online at www.myschoolbucks.com. Student

11



account balance letters will be mailed out to notify parents of negative balances. All accounts with negative
balances over $50 as the end of each month will be sent to collections if not paid. Contact the Nutritional Services
office for more information at 559-730-7871.

All students may receive breakfast and lunch at no cost. No meal applications necessary. If a student has money
left or there is a negative balance on the account at the end of the school year, the money and/or negative balance
will follow the student to the school he/she will attend if it is within the Visalia Unified School District.
Students are expected to take responsibility for their trash and dispose of it properly.

Cell Phone
Students who possess cell phones on campus must abide by the rules governing their use as outlined in the Student
Conduct Code.  Misuse of cell phones could lead to confiscation and/or banning the use of such items. Students
possess these items at school entirely at their own risk. The school or district is not responsible for lost, stolen, or
damaged devices (BP 5131 b). Cell phones are to be turned off or put on silent during class time and at any other
time as directed by a district employee.

Citizenship Marks
Students in grades 9-12 will receive a citizenship mark from each of their teachers. The mark will be based solely
on the citizenship displayed in class. These marks appear on report cards but will not be shown on transcript or
other permanent records. Teacher must have made a minimum of three parent contacts before an unsatisfactory
citizenship mark can be issued. A student who receives two or more unsatisfactory (U) citizenship marks within
the same grading period may become ineligible for participation in extracurricular activities for the following
grading period.

Clearance for Extracurricular Events
Students who must attend a medical or dental appointment the day of a competition or performance must clear the
absence with the attendance office before leaving for the appointment and must bring an appointment slip signed,
dated, and with the time of the appointment indicated back to the Assistant Principal upon returning to campus.

Contacting Students During School
Only parents/legal guardians may contact students during the school day. Students may only leave campus with
parent, guardian, or another emergency contact as described on the student emergency card. Changes in these
contacts must be made by submitting a new emergency contact card to the registrar. Any custody documentation
should be provided to the school’s registrar to be placed in the student’s file.

Eligibility
For parent notification of eligibility, a student’s report card will be checked as the following: Eligible (E),
Probation (P) or Ineligible (I).

The academic eligibility program is designed to emphasize the importance of academic achievement, satisfactory
citizenship, and good attendance. The basic minimum requirements for students to participate in extra-curricular
activities as adopted by the Visalia Unified School District are specifically as follows:

● A student must have a grade point average of “C” (2.0) with no more than one “F” during each six-week
grading period. Should a student fall below the above requirement, a six-week probationary period will be
provided to allow the student to bring up his/her grades. If unsuccessful in bringing the grades up to the
standard required, the student will not be eligible for participation in co-curricular or extra-curricular
student activities during the next reporting period until his/her grades meet the academic standards at the
next regular grade reporting period.

● A student with two or more unsatisfactory citizenship marks from teachers may not participate in
extracurricular activities until the next regular reporting period (the following six weeks).

In addition to the stipulations above, high school athletes are bound by C.I.F. (California Interscholastic
Federation) regulations state that an athlete must be passing a minimum of 20 units each six weeks or immediately
be declared ineligible to participate in extra-curricular activities.
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Finance Center
The Finance Center is located in the attendance office. It is there to assist the individual clubs with their
fund-raisers. The Center is also where students can purchase tickets and pay fines throughout the year (credit
cards are accepted with a fee). Purchases may also be made through the EDHS web store at vusd.org/eldiamante
Students should not expect to get change or cash checks at the Finance Center. The Finance Center is open before
school, during lunch, and after school.

Financial Obligations
Parents or guardians of students are financially responsible for lost or stolen school materials, uniforms, test fees
or equipment checked out to students. Failure to clear obligations may result in the student being placed on the
non-privilege list (restriction from school-related activities), delay in registrations for fall or spring courses, and/or
withholding of the student’s report card. Students are liable for damage, misuse, or lost materials or equipment
issued to them for classroom use. In addition to a financial obligation for school materials, students may be
assigned disciplinary consequences for vandalism or destruction of school property (see VUSD Conduct Code). A
Senior’s diploma may be held until all financial obligations are cleared. Parents can check their students' accounts
for fines and pay for them through our web store. There is a link at El Diamante’s home web page under “Quick
Links”.  Parents can also pay for the items through the website.

Food and Drinks in Classrooms
Due to frequent misuse, food, candy, and drinks are not to be consumed during a regular class period, except for
special projects that have been scheduled by the instructor and approved by the administration. Homemade
food/baked goods are not allowed on campus for any activity. On the El Diamante campus, students may not sell
candy as part of fund-raising projects for another school or organization.

Hall Passes:
Students are required to have a hall pass signed by the teacher or bathroom pass lanyard, when leaving the
classroom during instructional time. Students without a pass will be directed back to their teacher.

Identification Cards
ID cards are mandatory and must be in a student’s possession at all times. ID cards are distributed free of charge
to students during Picture Day. Replacement cards may be obtained from the Finance Center office for a $10.00
fee and will require a waiting period. Students leaving campus must have their ID scanned before permitted to
leave campus and upon returning to campus. Students that return from lunch without their student ID or are late in
returning from lunch will be considered unexcused. Using another student’s ID would constitute giving false
information to school personnel and would follow Ed Code 48900 subsection k violations.

Items being dropped off for students
School related items that need to be dropped off for students can be done so at the attendance office. A pass will
be sent only if the student is unaware that the items are being dropped off. No outside deliveries, including
flowers, balloons, gifts, and food will be accepted.

Late Work Policy/Make-up Policy
At the beginning of the school year, teachers shall communicate homework expectations to students and their
parents/guardians.Although it is the student's responsibility to undertake assignments independently,
parents/guardians may serve as a resource and are encouraged to ensure that their child's homework assignments
are completed. When a student repeatedly fails to complete his/her homework, the teacher shall notify the
student's parents/guardians as soon as possible so that corrective action can be taken prior to the release of any
final grades or report cards

1. Students are expected to turn in all work complete and on time. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for
and make up work missed due to absence.

2. Students who are absent will be given an extension for each day of absence up to 5 days of absence.
Extension of or amendments to this policy will be on a case-by-case basis for unusual circumstances,
such as catastrophic illness, and will be at the discretion of the Teacher and the Learning Director.

3. Work that is not turned in on the due date must be turned in at the next scheduled class meeting (Monday
or blocking day).  The degree of grade reduction for late work will be at the discretion of the teacher.
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4. Extra credit work will not be given in place of a regular assignment and is not considered make-up work.
5. Teachers may require students to do late work at any time even if credit is not given.
6. Not all educational experiences can be duplicated; therefore, excessive absences negatively affect grades

and may result in failing grades.
7. Homework can be requested AFTER the student has been absent for two (2) consecutive days and

requires 24-hour notice to teachers.
8. Prior to leaving school for a school-sponsored event, (i.e. athletic competitions, band performance, etc...),

students shall turn in all work due that day to the appropriate teacher

Leaving Permits
Once arriving at school, students are to remain on campus until the end of their school day. ALL STUDENTS
MUST HAVE A LEAVING PERMIT IN HAND PRIOR TO LEAVING CAMPUS DURING THE
SCHOOL DAY. Any student leaving campus without a leaving permit or school clearance may be classified as
truant/unexcused. Parents must call the attendance office prior to the appointment to authorize the student to leave
campus. Parents of freshman students must come into the attendance office to pick up their student. Students must
check back in through the attendance office when returning from an appointment. Students may only leave
campus with parent, guardian, or other emergency contact as described on the student emergency card.

Loitering
Specific areas where student loitering is prohibited:

1. Parking lots, Restrooms
2. Playing fields outside the gated area (unless under adult supervision)
3. Bicycle/skateboard racks.
4. Front of the school on Whitendale Avenue
5. Bus drop off lane on Crenshaw Street

Lost/Misplaced/Unauthorized Items
Students are responsible for the care and use of their own personal belongings. Lost, misplaced and unauthorized
personal items will not be the responsibility of the school. Misplaced clothing is stored in the Lost and Found,
which is located in the Attendance Office. Anything left unclaimed in the Lost and Found at the end of each
semester will be sent to a social service organization.

Messages and Items being dropped off for students
The following rules are in effect for all students:

1. Only emergency messages from a parent or guardian will be delivered.
2. No classroom deliveries or passes for students will be made. It is the parent’s responsibility to inform

students that an item has been left for them in the attendance office. Students may pick up items during
the passing period, lunch or after school.

3. Balloon/flower bouquets deliveries are not accepted.
4. Money may not be left in the office. The student will be called out of class to receive it personally.
5. Due to the number of meetings, parent conferences, and academic tutorials held before and after school,

the use of the all-call system will be limited to homeroom whenever possible. Parents are asked not to
request the office staff to page a student.

Miner Emporium-Student Store
The El Diamante Miner Emporium will be open daily. School supplies, food, drinks, and other miscellaneous
items will be available for purchase.

Modified Open Campus
El Diamante operates under a modified open campus lunch policy for sophomores, juniors, and seniors in good
standing. Freshmen are not allowed to leave campus at lunch. Leaving campus at lunch time is a privilege and
may be revoked at the discretion of school administrators. Students are not permitted in the neighborhoods or
parks during lunchtime, whether in a car or on foot. There are also unauthorized/off limit areas. These are: parking
lots, baseball and football fields. Whether on or off campus during lunch hour, district rules of conduct apply to all
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students. Students are obligated to be positive ambassadors for the school when out in the community. Students
who leave campus without proper authorization or are late in returning from lunch shall be considered truant and
subject to disciplinary action and loss of this privilege. Off-campus lunch privileges can be restricted for the
following violations: ● Students who accumulate 10-plus tardies or 10-plus unverified/unexcused absences per
grading session. ● When deemed necessary by El Diamante Administration, any students can have their
off-campus lunch privileges restricted for violating any school policy.

No-Smoking/Vaping Policy
Smoking/vaping is not permitted on campus or within one block of campus.  Possession or use of any tobacco
product may be grounds for disciplinary action.

Patriotic Observance
The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag may be observed in Homeroom and during school-wide special
gatherings or assemblies. Students, while not required to participate, must refrain from disrupting or detracting
from this observance.

Prohibited Items
The following items are prohibited on campus: electronic devices, non-approved hats/caps/bandanas, headsets/ear
pods, laser pens, wallet chains, water guns. These items will be confiscated and returned to the student/ parent
when deemed appropriate. First offense will be a warning. Additional offenses will result in progressive
disciplinary action as described in VUSD code of conduct.

Textbooks
Textbooks/Chromebooks will be issued to students through the Library. In order to receive
textbooks/Chromebooks, students must present a valid student identification card. Students are responsible for the
care of each item assigned to him/ her. Items that are lost or stolen and books that show excessive wear and/or
damage are charged to the pupil and parents. A student must turn in the same items that were assigned to him/her.
In addition, failure to clear obligations may result in delay in registrations for fall or spring courses, and/or
withholding of the student’s transcript.

Theft Prevention Guidelines
Many reported thefts are a case of misplaced items. Despite frequent reminders, many students leave book bags,
purses, and other items of value unattended. Therefore, the following guidelines are provided to help students
minimize the possibility of loss.

1. Be responsible with personal and school possessions.
2. Don’t leave personal belongings unsupervised.
3. Leave items of significant monetary and personal value at home.
4. Should you find something missing, notify an adult as soon as possible. Lost Items report forms are

located in the office.
5. If the theft occurs in a classroom, the student should ask the teacher for help immediately in making out a

theft report. Note: Search of all the students in class will not be done. If the theft occurs outside the
classroom, the student should report to the administration office to fill out a report.

Students are responsible for the care and use of their own personal belongings.  Lost, misplaced and unauthorized
personal items will not be the responsibility of the school. These include, but are not limited to: sunglasses,
clothing items, jewelry, money, purse, backpacks, yearbooks, iPods, and cell phones.

Traffic & Parking Regulations
Parents are encouraged to drop student(s) off on Akers, Whitendale or Crenshaw. When entering the parking lot,
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please be vigilant, patient, and prepared to deal with traffic congestion. Student vehicles are not permitted within
the campus, by pool or on access road. Any student in violation of infraction will be issued a warning. Subsequent
violations can result in the student being prohibited from parking in the school parking lot.

Video Surveillance
For the safety of the general student body, certain areas on the grounds of El Diamante may be under video
surveillance. No classrooms or private areas are under surveillance. If a violation of the VUSD Conduct Code is
recorded on a surveillance device, it can be used as proof of a rule violation at El Diamante High School. Many
VUSD buses also contain video surveillance.

Visitors on Campus
Visitors from external groups or organizations are not allowed on school campuses at this time. This includes
parents, PTA, Booster groups, etc.

Students are not allowed to bring friends/siblings/other relatives to campus as visitors.

ATTENDANCE

9th-11th Grade last name start with A-K call Nancy Cervantes at (559) 735-3501
9th-11th Grade last name start with L-Z call TBD at (559) 735-3517

ALL Seniorscall Rocio Molina at (559) 735-3516

Absences
Parents need to call the attendance office within 24 hours when your student is absent from school. Any freshman,
sophomore or junior student who is out due to illness for more than three consecutive days must present a doctor’s
note in order to clear the absences. A senior student must present a note each time they are out ill as stated in the
94% policy. Only a parent or guardian may clear an absence.  Parents can check their students’ absences
and class tardies via PowerSchool. A call before 3:00 p.m. on the day of the absence will ensure that the
student’s name will appear on the cleared absence list going out to teachers that day

Automated Attendance Calls
An automatic dialer will call your home in the event that your child is marked absent in one or more classes that
day. If you have already called in for that particular absence, please disregard the phone message. If you are
unaware of the absence, please call the school and ask to speak to the attendance secretary.

In addition to the automatic dialer, absences are reported home in the following manner:
● The Attendance Clerk/Secretary will call home the day of or after the day of absence.
● A letter is sent home when the 5 th, 10th and 15th absence is reached in any class.
● Teachers may indicate that absences or tardies are affecting a grade in class on the 6-week

grade.

Doctor Appointments
Parents need to call first thing in the morning to request a leaving permit for their student. The student should pick
up the leaving permit from the attendance office early in the day to show their teacher and leave class at the
appropriate time.

Late Start Mondays
Monday mornings are “late starts.” Students should arrive by 9:00 am, as classes begin
promptly at 9:06 am. The campus is open and supervision is available by 7:00 am on
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Mondays. Students may be dropped off at their normal time and take advantage of AM tutorials in the library.

Senior Attendance
Parents of senior students MUST provide the Attendance Office with a note from a doctor to excuse absences
within 3 school days after the return of the student to school. Otherwise, absences will NOT be Excused for Senior
attendance 94% percent purposes.

94% Attendance Policy for Seniors
(Board Policy AR 5127)

1. Student must be in class at least 94% of the periods during the senior year of high school to
participate in commencement ceremonies.

2. This is not an excused/unexcused absence policy. It is an attendance policy. The type of absence does not
matter with the following exceptions:
a. doctor appointment or a doctor mandated stay at home
b. subpoenas to court
c. funeral or an immediate family member
d. approved and completed furlough
e. participated in a school activity

3. It is up to the student to bring verification from the doctor or court for an exception. Otherwise,
the absence will count against the policy. Verification must be brought within three school days,
following the absence.

4. Saturday School attendance (all four hours) may clear one absence. Banking of Saturday School credit is
NOT allowed.

Student Arriving Late to School
School gates will be locked at the tardy bell. Parents/guardians are asked to plan accordingly to ensure their
student(s) arrives at school on time. Being tardy is irresponsible behavior, in that it is disruptive to the learning
process. Habitually late arriving students shall be assigned lunch detentions and may be denied off campus lunch
privileges.

Tardy Policy and Procedures
Students are allowed ample time to pass from one class to another. Being tardy is irresponsible behavior in that it
is disruptive to the learning process (VUSD Code of Conduct). A tardy is defined as: student that is not inside
his/her classroom when the bells ring. Students more than 30 minutes late to class will be considered unexcused.
Students arriving to class after the tardy bell and before the 30-minute cut off will be marked tardy by the teacher
in the attendance record. Teachers are discouraged to allow any student to leave the classroom for the first fifteen
(15) minutes of class, unless it is an emergency.

Students that are habitually tardy to class are subject to disciplinary action, including loss of privileges.

Important: All tardies will be considered unexcused unless parent(s) have notified the attendance office.
Acceptable reasons for tardiness to school are the same as those for absences. Unexcused tardy to school may

result in disciplinary actions as per VUSD code of conduct.
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ACADEMICS/STUDENT SERVICES

Learning Director Grade Phone
Melissa Garcia Freshmen 559-735-3518
Tim Elms Seniors 559-735-3511
Irene Davis Juniors 559-735-3513
Steve Stahl Sophomores 559-735-3510

Academic Letter Awards
El Diamante recognizes those students each semester who have achieved a GPA of 3.67 or better through our
academic letter/patch awards program.  The qualifications for receiving an Academic Letter are:

1. 3.67 GPA or better
2. Carry a minimum of 6 periods of Monday schedule instruction and accompanying blocks Tuesday-Friday.

Seniors on an approved reduced schedule may qualify.
3. Have no Saturday School referrals- Be in “good standing” for school attendance.
4. No suspension from school during the semester of qualification
5. May not have two or more “U” citizenship marks and/or repeated discipline referrals or teacher classroom

suspensions in any 6-week grading period.

The Academic Patch will be awarded for each additional semester in which the student meets the eligibility
criteria. The letter and patch are to be worn on the standard letterman’s jacket. Award recipients for Spring and
Fall will receive their awards in the March of the school year.

Block Letter Criteria
ASB Leadership
1. Successful completion of two years in the ASB program
2. 3.0 GPA or better overall
3. Have no Saturday School referrals
4. No suspension from school during the semester of qualification
5. May not have two or more “U” citizenship marks in any 6-week grading period
6. Maintain “A” grade in the class

Drama
1. Successful completion of two years in advanced drama while receiving a grade of ‘B’ or higher each

semester.  No Unsatisfactory grades in citizenship for the course.
2. Maintain an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher.
3. Participate in two drama or musical productions

FFA
1. GPA 3.0 or above
2. At least three years in the agriculture program (three year students are considered program completers)
3. Four activities at the chapter level, three activities above the chapter level.
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Journalism
1. Successful completion of two years of service, with one being involved in a leadership position.
2. Three years of good service (with no leadership)
3. Students must maintain an overall GPA of 2.5.
4. Maintain a grade of ‘B’ or higher in the course each semester. No Unsatisfactory grade in citizenship for

the course.

Mock Trial
1. Be present at all competitions, make a minimum of 90% of all team practices
2. No referrals/suspensions during the competition period
3. Receive scores of 3 or better from all adjudicators on a rubric scale of 1-5
4. Active participation for two years (exception:  team goes to State, all members qualify for a letter)
5. Students must maintain an overall GPA of 2.5

Music (Band, Choir, Orchestra)
1. Successful completion of two years in advanced choir course, while receiving a grade of ‘B’ or higher

each of the four semesters.  No Unsatisfactory grades in citizenship for the course.
2. Students must maintain a GPA of 2.5 overall.

Yearbook
1. Successful completion of two years of service, with one being involved in a leadership position.
2. Three years of good service (with no leadership)
3. Students must maintain an overall GPA of 2.5.
4. Maintain a grade of ‘B’ or higher in the course each semester. No unsatisfactory grade in citizenship for

the course.

California Scholarship Federation
CSF is a statewide honor society to which a student must apply for membership each semester
of eligibility. Students who earn four (4) semesters of membership in the sophomore, junior, or
senior years, with one of the four semesters coming in the senior year, are eligible for life
membership in CSF. Life members receive a gold cord to be worn at graduation, and a CSF
Life Member seal which is placed on the diploma. An application with a complete list of
eligibility criteria and accepted classes is available from the student services office. It is the
students’ responsibility to make sure they have scheduled and met CSF classes and point
criteria. Students have three weeks at the beginning of a semester to apply for CSF membership based on the
previous semester’s grades.

Finals
Most core classes require a final exam. Final exams are administered the last three days of each semester. In the
event that a student misses final exams, the student will receive an incomplete, “I”, on their report card and will
have six weeks from the date of the exam to make it up.

Honor Roll
All students are encouraged to strive to achieve their highest academic potential. Academic awards and
achievements are to be recognized and celebrated. All courses except Pass/Fail shall be counted in
computing eligibility for the Honor Roll. To qualify for the Honor Roll, a student must receive
no grade below a C and have a grade point average of 3.3 or better in a semester.

Graduation
El Diamante’s graduation ceremony will be held on Friday, June 3, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. at Mineral King Bowl.
Seniors must have met the 94% VUSD attendance policy to participate in the Commencement Ceremony. No
tickets are required to attend.  There is no “saving seats.”  It is highly recommended guests plan on arriving prior
to gates opening to wait in line.
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Parent Conference Regarding Student Progress/Attendance/Discipline
A Parent/Teacher and/or Parent/Student/Learning Director conferences may be arranged by contacting your
student’s Teacher and/or Learning Director so that a mutually convenient appointment can be arranged. When
arriving for a conference, please check in at the front office of the Administration building upon arrival. Visitors
are always welcome, however, in an effort to prevent classes from being disrupted, please call for the conference
in advance of your visit. Unresolved problems or requests for conferences should be referred in the following
order: Teacher; Learning Director; Assistant Principal; Principal; Area Administrator.

Phone/Email Contact with Teacher
Parents may speak with teachers or arrange for a return call by, 1) contacting the teacher at the school number and
teacher extension, 2) e-mail to the teacher’s published e-mail address, 3) a written request sent to the teacher or
Learning Director.  Teachers will make every attempt to make contact within a 48-hour period.

Registration of New Students
Student records including grades and discipline reports are requested. In addition, parents/guardians will need to
provide proof of residency.  Please call (559) 735-3514 to schedule an appointment to meet with a learning
director.

Report Cards
Report cards are distributed every six (6) weeks. At the end of eighteen (18) and thirty-six (36) weeks semester
report cards are mailed home.  The first two report cards of each semester serve as progress reports.

The grade reporting dates for the 2020-2021 school year:

Grades Period Dates

9-12

Marking Period 1 August 12, 2021 – September 17, 2021
Marking Period 2 September 20, 2021 – October 29, 2021
Semester 1 November 1, 2021 – December 17, 2021
Marking Period 4 January 10, 2022 – February 25, 2022
Marking Period 5 February 28, 2022 – April 8, 2022
Semester 2 April 19, 2022 – June 3, 2022

The December and June grade report cards contain permanent semester grades that will be recorded on the
student’s transcript. The other four grade reports are considered reports to parents on work in progress to that
point; these marks are not recorded on the transcript.

The six-week report card will be used to determine a student’s eligibility status for participation in extracurricular
activities, such as clubs and athletics. A student who does not meet the minimum academic requirement at the end
of a six-week grading period, as outlined in our district policy as well as with C.I.F. (athletic) standards, will be
placed on academic probation. This student will have the next six weeks to improve his or her grades for
continued participation in activities and athletics. If the student is unsuccessful in raising his or her grades to the
required level, the student will not be eligible to participate until he or she meets the academic standards at the
next grade-reporting period. The Visalia Unified District Activity Code describes eligibility status in more detail.
Questions regarding grading should be directed to your student’s Learning Director.

Student progress updates can be check on the PowerSchool Portal https://powerschool.vusd.org/public/
In addition, parents may request periodic updates on student progress by emailing their teacher(s) or learning
director
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Schedules
Beginning the third week of each semester

● After the second week of class, any student/parent-initiated request for a schedule change requires
approval by the Assistant Principal of Student Services and will be approved only for extreme situations.

● A student who drops a course/class after the first three (3) weeks of the semester shall receive an “F”
grade on his/her permanent record. (AR 5121 (f)).

● A vast amount of time and energy goes into the scheduling of students into classes. The process of
scheduling students is influenced by the number of student requests and also the need to balance classes.
As a result, requests for a teacher change or for period change cannot be accommodated due to the
impact these changes have on the class sizes.

● As per Education Code and Board Policy, all students are expected to have a six-period day. A senior to
be exempt from a full schedule and may take 5 classes instead of 6 if he/she meets the following criteria:

-Passed 180 credits (August) or 205 credits (January)
-Have an unweighted GPA of 2.00 or higher.

The only schedule changes that will be made are those that fit into the following categories:
1. To correct a schedule conflict, or to complete an incomplete schedule.
2. To correct an error due to a change of summer school plans or failure to pass a summer school class.
3. To act upon teacher recommendations regarding student placement.

Transcript Request
Students can print unofficial copies of transcripts from the PowerSchool Portal. If an official copy of a transcript is
needed, Please go to: website and fill out the form.Current processing time is 5 business days.  Transcripts are
updated at the end of each semester once the final semester grades are submitted and verified.
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DEPARTMENT of ATHLETICS
Developing Student Athletes

TBD, Athletic Director

Ethics in Sports
El Diamante High School is committed to the exhibition of sportsmanlike and ethical behaviors in and around all
athletic contests. All contests must be safe, courteous, fair, controlled, and orderly for all athletes and fans alike.
The Central Section, CIF, requires the following Code of Ethics be issued and signed each year by student
athletes, parent/guardian, and coaches prior to participation as a guide to govern student behavior.

Code of Ethics
1. To emphasize the proper ideals of sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and fair play.
2. To eliminate all possibilities which tend to destroy the best values of the game.
3. To stress the values derived from playing the game fairly.
4. To show cordial courtesy to visiting teams and officials.
5. To establish a happy relationship between visitors and hosts.
6. To respect the integrity and judgment of sports officials.
7. To achieve a thorough understanding and acceptance of the rules of the game and standards of eligibility.
8. To encourage leadership, use of initiative, and good judgment by the players on a team.
9. To recognize that the purpose of athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, social, and emotional

wellbeing of the individual players.
10. To remember that an athletic contest is only a game, not a matter of life and death for the player, coach, school

official, fan, or nation.

Expectations of Student Athletes
● Strong academic performance
● Good citizenship
● Positive attitude
● Team player
● Commitment to the sport

Locker Room
Students are permitted in the locker room during P.E. classes, for co-curricular and extra- curricular activities, or
at other times when under the direct supervision of an administrator, teacher, or coach. All sports equipment,
including bats and cleats, must be kept in the athletic lockers during the school day.

The following guidelines are provided to help students minimize the possibility of loss.
1. Be responsible with personal and school possessions.
2. Don’t leave personal belongings unsupervised.
3. Leave items of significant monetary and personal value at home.
4. Should you find something missing, notify an adult as soon as possible. Complete Incident Report.
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Students are responsible for the care and use of their own personal belongings.  Lost, misplaced and unauthorized
personal items will not be the responsibility of the school. These include, but are not limited to: sunglasses,
clothing items, jewelry, money, purse, backpacks, yearbooks, iPods, and cell phones.

Participation in Athletic Programs
In order to participate in any sport, students must pick up and complete a sports packet from the Athletic
Director’s office. Once the packet is complete, students return it to the Athletic Director to receive a clearance
slip. The slip is given to their coach. The Athletic Director’s office will be open the first week of school, and
thereafter for clearing athletes.
Clearance for Competition
Students who must attend a medical or dental appointment the day of a competition or performance must clear the
absence with the attendance office before leaving for the appointment and must bring an appointment slip signed,
dated, and with the time of the appointment indicated back to the Assistant Principal upon returning to campus.

Recognition: Athletic Letter
For individual sports (e.g., swimming, wrestling, track, etc.) Freshmen/Junior Varsity athletes who finish the
season in good standing may be awarded a varsity letter if they meet ALL of the following criteria:
1. Qualify for the varsity league and area championship.
2. Compete at the varsity level whenever you are requested to do so by the coaching staff, including post-season.
3. Compete in 50% of the meets or games you qualify for at the varsity level.

For team sports (e.g., football, basketball, softball, etc.), when lower level athletes join a varsity team for playoffs,
post-season awards are made at the decision of the varsity head coach.

Athletic awards night will be held three times a year: fall; winter; and spring.

FALL SPORTS WINTER SPORTS SPRING SPORTS
August-November November-February February-June

Cross Country (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV) Basketball (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV, Frosh) Baseball (Var, JV, Frosh)
Football (Var, JV, Frosh) Soccer (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV) Boys’ Tennis (Var, JV)
Girls’ Tennis (Var, JV) Wrestling (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV) Boys’ Golf (Var, JV)
Volleyball (Var, JV, Frosh) Softball (Var, JV, Frosh)
Water Polo (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV) Swimming (Boys’/Girls’) (Var, JV)
Girls’ Golf (Var, JV) Track (Boys’/Girls’)

Expectations of our Student/Athletes

Social Networking Policy
Student-athletes, as members of the El Diamante High School community, are permitted to have profiles on social
networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram provided that:

● No offensive or inappropriate pictures are posted.
● No offensive or inappropriate comments are posted.
● Any posted information does not violate the ethics and intent behind both the student code of conduct

AND the student-athlete code of conduct.

Student-athletes are ambassadors of El Diamante High School and always in the public eye. Student-athletes
should exercise extreme caution in their use of social networking websites.

We do want parents and students to also know that any coach may require strength training for all athletes and the
full waiver does not waive a student from having to meet a team strength training requirement.  In these instances,
coaches will provide team strength training time outside of the school day at a time determined by the coach. 
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Students in the strength training classes (Integrated Core PE or Weight Training) will meet the team requirement
through their class.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact your child’s learning director.  A “special consideration”
form is available from the learning director.  This can be used to indicate which option the family will choose
when the student cannot fit a strength training class in their regular school day.

The faculty and coaches of El Diamante High School are committed to providing our students with opportunities
for excellence in academics, the arts and athletics. We hope that these options afford our students the opportunity
to pursue their academic goals.  We welcome your questions and look forward to a fantastic year!

Goals
1. All athletes will increase their core body strength.
2. Athletes will have fewer injuries.
3. Athletes will have improved flexibility, agility and body awareness.
4. Athletes will increase speed.
5. All athletes will strength train two or three times a week.
6. Athletes will lift in our program to develop consistency.
7. Multi-sport athletes will go from one sport to the next with no interruption in strength training.
8. El Diamante sports teams will win League, Valley, and State championships.

Student Pep and Cheer Squad

Squad Structure (max. 40 – Athletes/Students)
Junior Varsity:  May be a freshman, sophomore, or junior with 2.0 GPA or better. All Junior Varsity applicants will
be expected to demonstrate jumps (toe touch, pike, right and left herkies, etc.), motion technique, dance ability,
tumbling (if applicable). To try out for JV you must be able to commit to games and practices, as the squad will be
very demanding of your time.

Tryout Attire
For tryouts, you must wear a white T-shirt, school color or black shorts, tennis shoes & your number which will be
provided. Hair must be up in a ponytail with no bangs. No jewelry of any kind and no cheer attire (shirts, shorts
or shoes from prior cheer participation) may be worn.

You must cooperate with whoever is conducting the practice sessions. Failure to do so will result in being
eliminated from the try out process. Tryouts will be closed to the public. The results of the tryouts will be posted
the next day on the outside of the main office.
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Tryout Procedures
In order to declare your candidacy for cheerleading, you must complete the following steps:

Eligibility to try out: Your Cumulative GPA and Session 4 GPA must be at least a 2.5. Your report card must also
be at least a 2.5 on your 4th grading session which coaches will verify prior to tryouts.

You must bring the following forms to the designee in the Attendance Office before 4:00 p.m.
on the date to be announced. Only students with completed applications will be allowed to go
through the try out process
1. Try out Application Form #1
2. Parent and Student Agreement Form #2
3. School Officials Clearance Form #3
4. Assumption of Potential Risk Form #4

You must attend all try out clinic dates, or you will not be allowed to try out. If you cannot
attend, you must check with the advisors to check if it will be excused. Mandatory attendance
for all clinic dates!!!

Varsity Cheer
Students may be a sophomore, junior, or senior with a 2.0 GPA or better.  All Varsity Cheer applicants will be
expected to demonstrate jumps (toe touch, pike, right and left herkies, etc.), motion technique, dance ability,
tumbling (if applicable). To try out for Varsity Cheer you must be able to commit to games and practices, as the
squad will be even more demanding of your time than at the Junior Varsity level. Varsity Cheer will be learning
much more material throughout the year at a more rapid pace than on the JV team.

CO-CURRICULAR/EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Clubs and Activities/Student Organizations
Visalia Unified School District encourages high school students to join various social, athletic, or academic clubs.
Most clubs meet during the lunch hour or other special club times. Meeting dates and times are announced in the
school bulletin.  Students should check with the advisor for additional information.

Students at El Diamante High School are encouraged to take advantage of the many co-curricular and
extra-curricular activities available. From time to time, students may find that activities, competitions, or
performances are in conflict. When a student’s participation in a school-sponsored event conflicts with another
event, it is the responsibility of the student to notify both of the coaches/advisors/teachers in charge as soon as the
conflict is known. Coaches/advisors/ teachers and the student will make a good faith effort to work out a
compromise. If a workable compromise is not found, the student is obligated to the first commitment. The
decision of the coaches/advisors/teachers may be appealed to the school Assistant Principal of Student Services.
The decision of the Assistant Principal is final. El Diamante students are strongly encouraged to join these clubs,
activities and organizations. We believe that getting involved in extracurricular activities provides those
experiences outside the classroom that are fondly remembered for many years after graduation.
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2021-22 EDHS Clubs

Ablaze Catholic Club – Mrs. Jacobsma – Room #605 - Ablaze High School Catholic Club delivers consistent opportunities,
built around fellowship that forms relationships in an irresistible environment.  It shepherds our youth beyond the
sacrament of Confirmation to become active members of the church, becoming new disciples.  We will do this by
exploring our Faith, embracing fellowship and serving our community.

Academic Decathlon – Mr. Jolly – Room #353 – Team competition wherein students match their intellects with students
from other schools.  Students compete in ten categories: art, economics, essay, interview, language and literature,
mathematics, music, science, social science, and speech.

American Sign Language Club (ASL) – Mrs. Ruby – Room #365 – This club promotes the learning and use of sign language.

Athletes Connect – Mr. Frankland – Room #310 – Come and learn about the advantages of being a member of an EDHS
athletic team.

Black Box Club – Mr. Watamura – Room #508 – This club is for students looking to pursue and expand artistic skills and
participating in activities/events in the creative field.

Chess Club – Mr. Garland - Gym

Class of 2021 Club – Mr. Sheaff – Room #302 – Class officers along with other interested members will plan and organize
activities including but not limited to fundraising, prom, and senior graduation celebrations.

Class of 2022 Club – Mrs. McBride – Room #601 - Class officers along with other interested members will plan and
organize activities including but not limited to fundraising, activities, and class celebrations.

Class of 2023 Club – Mrs. McBride – Room #601 - Class officers along with other interested members will plan and
organize activities including but not limited to fundraising, prom, and senior graduation celebrations.

Class of 2024 Club – Mrs. Fjelstrom – Room #364 – Class officers along with other interested members will plan and
organize activities including but not limited to fundraising, activities, and class celebrations.

Creative Writing Club – Mr. Hales – Room #909

CSF – Mr. Perez, Mrs. Tanya Perez, Mrs. Jolly – Room #605 – Fosters high standards of scholarship, service, and citizenship
for students who want to excel academically and promote activities among its members.  This club recognizes honor
graduates who have been active members and academically qualify according to the state standards for 4 semesters.

D & D Club – Mr. Hales – Room #909

Empowering Women – Mrs. Garcia – Room #359

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) – Mr. Rice – Room #618

FFA – Mrs. Veldhuizen/Mr. Zach Brown – Room #401

Future Business Leaders of American (FBLA) – Mrs. Bethel/Mrs. Hebert – Room #601

Gamers Club – Mr. Fox – Room #909 – This club is devoted to bringing students together for common venues of video
games.   Meetings are organized to create a place where members can interact, learn and play games, meet, relax and
bring players together!

GSA Club – Mrs. Fjelstrom – Room #364 – This club is for students who are devoted to creating tolerance in the school
setting.

Green Club – Mr. Miller – Room #361 – Promotes environmental awareness through organized projects which benefit the
school, community, and the environment.
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Interact Club – Mr. Borquez – Room #311 – Provides students with opportunities to help community and gain service
hours (sponsored by the Rotary Club). 

Key Club – Ms. Elder – Room #604 – Provides members with service opportunities to build character and develop
leadership (affiliated with the Visalia Kiwanis Clubs). Members participate in a variety of service projects for the
improvement of the school and community.

Media Arts Academy – Mrs. Hebert – Room #902

Miner Fusion Club – Mrs. Hoehn – Room #315 - This club promotes positive social interaction among general education
students and handicapped students through club activities.

Miner Diamond Players – Ms. Steed – Room #701

Miner Nation Spirit Club – Mrs. McBride – Room #601

Mock Trial – Ms. Andres/Ms. Moore- Room #357 – Team competition wherein students match their intellects with
students from other schools.  Students learn firsthand about the work of trial attorneys, understand the judicial system,
and develop critical thinking and communication skills.

Modern Media – Mr. Sheaff – Room #302

Mountain Club – Mr. Rodriguez – Room #612

Philosophy Club –  TBD  –

Skills USA – Mr. Don Brown – Room #506

Social Justice & Action – Mrs. McBride – Room #601

Spanish Club – Mrs. N. Perez – Room #613 – Create awareness of the Hispanic heritage and the various Spanish cultures
while embracing the Spanish Language.

UNICEF – Mr. Rice – Room #618 - High Schools partner with the U.S. Fund for UNICEF to educate, advocate, and
fundraise—work that is vital to UNICEF’s ability to save children in 190 countries around the globe.

Yoga Club – Ms. Skadan – Dance Room

Dances
The district’s high schools are united in their desire to preserve the wholesomeness of high school dances and
ensure that students have a memorable experience. We wish to repeat our expectations for students and the
process we will use to encourage appropriate dance conduct at school dances.

Our expectations are aligned with the guidelines and dance contract developed by student body representatives
from all high schools and published under the title of USAV Dance Guidelines. In short, these guidelines require
students to refrain from “freaking” and establish the steps which administrators, activity directors and chaperones
will follow to warn and then, if necessary, remove a student from the dance. All students will be given a wrist
band as they enter the dance. If students are observed dancing inappropriately, the wristband will be taken from
them. This will serve as a warning. The next time conduct is unacceptable, the student(s) will be removed from
the dance. An attempt will be made to contact parents. Students removed from the dance will be provided a safe
place to wait until 1) they can be picked up by a parent, or 2) a parent grants permission for their student to leave
the dance.

We also wish to take this opportunity to remind students that appropriate dress is expected from all students who
attend our dances. Prior to a student purchasing a dance ticket, he/she will be provided a copy of the applicable
dress code standards. For the Spring Fling Dance (and all other dances except Winter Formal and Prom) regular
school dress code applies.
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The dress code for formal dances; skirts should reach mid-thigh, midriffs and breasts must be covered
completely, the bottom half of the back must be covered, and no see-through clothing or plunging necklines are
permitted. Modesty is the standard and when judgment is necessary, acceptable dress will be determined through
consensus of the administrators at the event. Suits or tuxedos and appropriate shoes are required. Jackets must be
worn into the dance. Any student whose clothing is not aligned with the dress code will not be permitted into the
dance. Purchase of a dance ticket implies the student’s willingness to comply with the dress code.
Lastly, in order to ensure that all students who enter the dance have been properly screened, no guest passes will
be granted at the door.

● Dances held at EDHS are for EDHS students only. Exceptions to this rule are: Moonlight Harvest, Winter
Formal, Sadie Hawkins, and Prom, which are district wide dances.

● Students are only admitted to dances with a valid school identification card.
● El Diamante High School students may obtain guest passes from the Student Services Office for students

outside EDHS for district wide dances only.
● No Middle School Students OR children are allowed at dances.
● There are no in and out privileges at dances. Once a student leaves a dance he/she will not be permitted to

return.

Guest Pass
Guests from other schools must possess a valid guest pass. Passes are available in the Student Services Office and
must be approved at least 2 days prior to the event. The guest must be under the age of 21 and at least a 9th grader
at the time of the event. Guests that have graduated must attach a copy of their driver’s license. There is no
in-and-out privilege at dances. Once the student leaves, he or she will not be allowed to re-enter. Dances typically
end at 10:00 pm. Parents are responsible for picking up their children within 20 minutes of the conclusion of a
dance.

Student Government
The government of the El Diamante High School Associated Student Body is vested in the following:

● A.S.B. Offices:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Rally Commissioner.
● Class Offices:  President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
● Commissioners: Clubs, Dances/Entertainment, Miner Nation, Photography, Video, Lunch Activities,

Publicity, and Chief of Staff/Senate.

Elected student leaders make a commitment of time and effort to their fellow students at El Diamante High
School. Elections take place in the fall for 9th graders and in May for the remainder of the student body.
Candidates are expected to have at least a 2.5 grade point average at the semester prior to election and a
cumulative GPA of at least a 2.5. Officers must also adhere to the El Diamante Code of Ethics/Participation as
outlined in the Associated Student Body bylaws.

All ASB officers and appointees will be expected to enroll in the ASB Leadership class and ASB homeroom.
Being a member of ASB is a position of service which requires students to make a wholehearted effort to work for
the good of the school.
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VISALIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES

Emergency/Disaster Notification
We do not know when a disaster may occur, yet we must be prepared. In preparation, El Diamante High School
has developed a Safe School Response Plan in case of an emergency. This is done in compliance with district
policy. The emergency plan is devoted to the welfare and safety of our students during school hours. The plan is
available for inspection in the school office.

Fire and Emergency Drills
In order to help ensure the safety of staff and students, emergency drills will be held on a regular basis throughout
the school year.  Students will be notified prior to any drill.  Drills will include:
● Fire
● Lock down
● Shelter in place
● Site evacuation
● Duck and cover

El Diamante High School has a comprehensive safe school plan and all staff is trained in emergency procedures
and will communicate directions to students. With the exception of fire drills, students will be notified prior to
any safety drill.

Harassment and Discrimination
Any student who feels that he/she is being harassed or discriminated against should immediately contact
the School Safety Counselors and/or the Assistant Principal over Student Services, Joy Naylor or the
Assistant Principal over Student Supervision, Alex Jimenez. Each harassment or discrimination complaint
shall be promptly investigated in a way designed to respect the privacy of all parties concerned. If a situation
involving harassment is not promptly remedied by either the School Safety Counselor or Assistant Principal, a
complaint may be filed with the school’s Area Administrator, with the Director of Student Services or may be
reported on the district confidential hotline (559) 730-7999.

Students who harass other students shall be subject to appropriate discipline, up to and including counseling,
suspension, and/or expulsion. An employee who permits or engages in harassment may be subject to disciplinary
action, up to and including dismissal.

Lock down
In-place sheltering may be a sensible course of action when the risks associated with an evacuation are
outweighed by the benefits of in-place sheltering. In order for this protection measure to be effective, the effected
population must remain in the classroom and follow the specific guidelines implemented for lockdown procedures
to protect students and staff from harm.

Media
The communications officer or designee should handle all media communications during a crisis. This person will
update information frequently to try and control rumors during a crisis through scheduled press conferences.

Pest Abatement Notification
Abatement notifications will be posted on the main office window in accordance with VUSD guidelines.

Safe School Policy
The safety of all students is of utmost importance to the staff of El Diamante High School. Should any student
feel that an unsafe condition exists at the school or in any classroom or program, he/she is encouraged to contact
one of our School Safety Coordinators.  Serving as the School Safety Coordinator is the Assistant Principal.

As part of our Safe School Plan we are requesting your assistance at this time: Should there be an
emergency, such as a major fire, shooting, explosion, etc., your student may be required to remain in the care of
the school until it is deemed safe by an Emergency Services authority that students can be released. At that point,
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students may be released only to properly authorized parents and/or designees. El Diamante has established the
far north/west field gate or the west basketball court gate as designated student release points for such an
emergency. For the safety of all students, we ask that parents follow proper student release procedures during
such an event. Please return the Emergency Card with the local telephone number and addresses of those
persons to whom you would allow your student’s release. Be sure to notify those persons listed that you have
authorized their supervision in case of an emergency.

In the event that you should be unable to come to school, it is essential that others be designated to care for your
student. No student will be released to the care of unauthorized persons. We at El Diamante High School will do
everything in our power to assure that our students and staff are prepared to address an emergency situation and
handle a crisis should it arise. If you have any questions regarding our Safe School Plan, feel free to call our
Assistant Principal at (559) 622-3290.

VUSD Student Conduct Code
This document focuses on the rights and responsibilities of students, parents and teachers, as well
as, the expectations for attendance, behavior and citizenship.  The student conduct code provided upon request.
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